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opened a maritime communication   with  them,  in  order to
lighten the expense of transport, and to procure their merchan-
dise at best hand.    The name of Ophir was common   even In
the time of Moses, and was then   applied  to  those  southern
countries only known by common  report.    It   was  therefore
now spoken of as a well-known name and country, and It may
be fairly presumed that when the  Phoenicians  entered   upon
this new line of trade, they only took possession of a previously
well-established system^ since it was a regular,   settled   navi-
gation, and not a voyage of discovery.    From its taking three
years to perform, it would appear to  have  been   directed  to
a distant region ; but if we consider the half-yearly monsoons,
and that the vessels visited the  coasts  of  Arabia,   Ethiopia,
and the Malabar coast of India, and also that the expression
i In the third year/ may admit of an interpretation that would
much abridge the total duration, the distance will not appear
so great.   The commodities which they imported were Ivory,
precious stones, ebony and gold, to which may be added apes
and peacocks; all satisfactorily proving that Uury visited   the
countries just mentioned, especially Ethiopia,  and  probably
India/1 *
1 need hardly say that there could be  no probability In
the case of India, but absolute certainty ; for it was from the
shores of India that the PA&IS, the ancestors of the Phoenicians,
had originally emigrated to the coast of the Persian Gulf, and
thence to Syria, The route of navigation to India was perfectly
known to them, as It was they who had established It* It Is a
mistake., therefore, to suppose that they f< only took possession
of a previously well-established system/' Be that as It may*
there can be no question that the term Ophir included India
also among the Southern countries* and that the Land of
Punt was especially the name of India, or more correctly
speaking* of the Malabar coast which was the land of the
P%dya$. From all these considerations! and particularly
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